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“Your faithfulness endures to all generations;  you 
have established the earth, and it stands fast.” - 

Psalms 119:90 
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Thoughts on Leaving... 
 

In many ways, it’s all been said. I’m writing after the lovely ‘send 
off’ you all gave me on 11th July. Alright – I know it wasn’t the usual 
kind of ‘service and social’, but it was so resonant of what we’ve 
been through together this last year that it just seemed to exactly 
fit! 
I got to say enough…but not have to preach. I hope we all got to 
sing enough…and we heard the Sanctuary voices so clearly when 
the youtube sound cut out during Our God is a great big God! 
There’s the fact of the blending of zoom and Sanctuary, of organ 
and youtube clip, of new voices and ‘old’ skills (I know you’re not 
old, Esther, but you’ve been around St Leonard’s forever!) And, of 
course, I’ve just spent today sitting on a blanket in the beautiful 
church garden, watching the League of Gentlemen at work, 
 chatting with anyone and everyone who dropped by – a finale I’ll 
never forget but would never have experienced if the world had 
been ‘normal’!  
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And I take with me the kindness of Sheila’s words and your  
wonderful gifts – each to be unpacked and savoured when I arrive 
‘north’! 
So what happens now? Well, we’ve talked a bit about that in big  
picture terms – and that big picture is blurry at best. I’ve probably 
told you of a book (largely unread) that I love for its title…We make 
the road by walking’ – well, that’s just what we all have to do! You 
can look back over the sermons of the past wee while to remind 
yourselves of the situation the Church finds itself in, even without 
the events of this last year. You can re-read my thoughts on the 
changes necessary in Presbytery, at local level, at relational level 
between congregations and ministers. 
But most of all, please remember where we have come to within 
our already walked road towards an approach of generous,  
missional, prayerful living that is far more an expression of who we 
are – the beloved people of God – than a congregational or  
denominational identity. THAT is the biggest, deepest – and when I 
hold you in my memory – shiniest picture of which we are a part!  
Alright, now that ‘shiniest’ reference is going to feel like it’s come 
out of left field! SO let’s go back a step. There’s a wee obscure 
phrase in Philippians that became precious to me decades ago…and 
over the last few weeks as I’ve thought of you, has come to be the 
lens through which I see you! Philippians 2:15b…’you shine like 
stars in the universe as you hold out the word of life’. That’s what 
we are trying to do – to hold out the word of life to people! Just  
brilliant – that we get to be a part of the Kingdom in this way!  
Brilliant like a bright, shiny star! 
So I went back and looked up the context…and here’s the chunk 
that phrase is buried within, for you to mull over –  
12 Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed—not 
only in my presence, but now much more in my absence—
continue to work out your salvation with fear and trembling,  
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13 for it is God who works in you to will and to act in order to fulfil 
his good purpose. 
14 Do everything without grumbling or arguing, 15 so that you may 
become blameless and pure, “children of God without fault in a 
warped and crooked generation.”[a] Then you will shine among 
them like stars in the sky 16 as you hold out the word of life. And 
then I will be able to boast on the day of Christ that I did not run or 
labour in vain. 
 
Keep reading this over and over, would you, in the days to come! I 
have loved being your minister…and in my memory you will shine 
like stars. But notice the ‘working out of your salvation’ – that’s a  
continuing process. Notice the need to seek the purposes of God. And 
notice the lack of grumbling or arguing! I say that because I know just 
how weighty things will fall on Sheila, on Margaret, on Muriel, and on 
the Session…and I know you will hold them in your prayers, give 
them your care and support, practice your love of one another and 
your welcome of others. 
And now I must not prolong things, because while you will be my 
brothers and sister in Christ for all eternity…you are no longer my 
‘charge’, so I commit you all into the care and keeping of our Lord. 

The LORD bless you and keep you – 

make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you. 

The LORD turn his face towards you – 

and give you peace. 

  

      Monika 

PS 

Just in case I was too subtle –  
Muriel Willoughby is your Interim Moderator – she is brilliant, and 
capable and very willing to help…but she has her own charge, and as 
with every other minister these days, some fairly hefty Presbytery 
responsibilities. In my experience, she drinks tea more often than 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+2%3A12-16&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29407a
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coffee (I say that not to judge, but to allow you to care for her – 
please care for her) 
Margaret Mateos is your Locum – she has your love and esteem  
already, I know. She continues to work 3 days a week for the NHS 
and that is non-negotiable. Her contract with us is for Sundays and 
2 days a week. Coffee, chocolate and tech support should be freely 
offered. 
Sheila Leel is your Session Clerk – and you know she loves you. If 
she asks for a volunteer she should not be met with silence! In fact – 
why is she having to ask for a volunteer?! Apart from the usual 
things (coffee, cake, decent wine), if you can find a way to give  
Sheila a complete 8th day to her week for her to know peace from 
you all – well, you will have given her a wonderful gift! 
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Hello all, 
I’m sure that many of you will have heard 
through other channels that I have been  
appointed as Interim Moderator during the 
vacancy caused by Monika’s translation to a 
new parish. I just wanted to introduce  
myself in this edition of ‘Outlook’ and I’m 
looking forward to further opportunities to work with you and build 
relationships over the coming period. 
I am currently minister at St Andrew’s Erskine Church. I have been 
here almost 8 years. Monika and I served in Lothian Presbytery at the 
same time and so I have been part of her ministry journey for almost 
20 years. I was delighted when she arrived in Dunfermline and  
equally sorry when she announced her call away from here. I’ve  
followed a lot of what you have been doing at St Leonard’s and have 
got to know some of you through Presbytery, outreach work  
including the banners for Easter, Advent Angels and other events. 
With that history in mind, I have to say that I was pleased to accept 
the invitation to act as Interim Moderator because I know some of 
you and your vibrant congregational life. I was also Margaret Mateos’ 
supervisor during her probation period so know her well too and was 
delighted to hear that she’s agreed to act as Locum Minister which is 
a great relief to any Interim Moderator. 
I look forward to getting to know more members of St Leonard’s and 
to working with the Session and others as we all face challenging 
times in the Presbytery and Church of Scotland at large. Please do feel 
free to contact me if necessary and no doubt I will soon have a clearer 
idea of what we will be doing to continue the great work that is the 
mark of St Leonard’s congregation. 
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Getting closer? 

I know that we are all getting quite confused over the latest COVID-
19 rules and restrictions. We hear one think on the main news and 
another on the Scottish news. What to believe? 
The good news is that many of the rules are now being relaxed. Just a 
few days ago, First Minister Nicola Sturgeon announced that the legal 
requirement to keep a social distance has now been removed along 
with a number of other relaxations in the rules. However, she did 
stress that we should try to keep a distance between people outside 
of our own immediate households. She also suggested that face 
masks will be here for a while yet. 
The Church of Scotland is taking a rather cautious approach to  
relaxing the rules within churches. For the immediate future, a 1m 
distance is required between households. Face masks are still very 
much a necessity, even when we are singing. I know it might sound a 
wee bitty muffled, but I am sure our praises will still make it to God. 
New rules state that we have to publish & display the maximum  
occupancy for any space within the church. Any time the social  
distance measurement changes, this has to be redone. For now, 
though, the numbers are: 
 Sanctuary: 61 households (based on an average of 2 persons / 

household) and reported this way as this area has the pews as a 
permanent feature. 

 Morris Hall: 105 individuals 
 McLaren Hall: 112 individuals. 
Things are moving quite quickly now, but we are keeping in touch 
with the Health & Safety folks in the Church of Scotland head office. 
Keep watching OUTLOOK or the website or the intimations for any 
changes. 

And, as always, if you have any questions 
please contact me directly. 

Barry   
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 3rd Dunfermline Boys’ Brigade Company  

Company Section (11 year old and over)  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Our  Company’s Section Boys’ have enjoyed the gradual return of 
Face to Face activities before the Summer holidays.  
They have take part in Football Gold at the Park above Dunfermline 
Town train station to a superb Scavenger Hunt in the Glen finding 
hidden places, then followed by free chips from the local chip shop  
 
This certainly has been an unusual year, with our Boys continuing to 
get used to Company Section on Zoom, they have all adapted to the 
change amazingly well and have really enjoyed our varied  
programme each week. This session was finalised by our virtual  
Display Night again on Zoom where boys were presented virtually 
with their well-deserved awards and medals achieved throughout 
this year.  
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Have you seen the Dunfermline Tapestry? 
 

Dunfermline has a long history of weaving and to celebrate this,  a 
large tapestry made by local children and adults has been created. It 
is made up of lots of miniature tapestries, joined together to celebrate 
our town.  Set up by local textile artist, Bethany Snaddon, this was 
funded by the  National Lottery Heritage, Great Place project . 
 
I was looking for something a bit different to do during lockdown,  
noticed the project, and applied to take part. They sent me all the  
materials that I would need and full instructions. All I had to do was 
weave,  and send my work back to be included in the project. 
 
They asked that people choose theme of buildings, nature or the sky. I 
chose to do our church - it is a great place after all, and I hope it is  
recognisable!  It was great fun to do - but not as easy as I thought.  
 
Some of the Brownies from our Church also took part in this project 
(along with some parents), weaving parts of the sky,  with clouds and 
even some rain included!  It was a fantastic opportunity for our young 
people to learn about Dunfermline’s history which has shaped our  
town.  
 
You can see the Tapestry at Dunfermline Carnegie Library and  
Galleries until 24th October.  Currently you need to book a slot to  
visit, but you can do this by going to the Dunfermline Library website!  
See if you can find St Leonard’s, and any names you might recognize! 

Fiona MacKenzie 
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Farewell Monika 

On Sunday 11th July Monika led us in worship for the last time as our 
Minister. Following worship, Sheila Leel, on behalf of our Church 
Family said some words of appreciation to her of time with us. 
Monika was inducted here on 13th November 2014, almost 7 years 
after spending a few years of Ministry in New Zealand. Recently, 
Monika, after some months of feeling restless has been Called to the 
parishes of Urray & Kilchrist, in Muir of Ord, Ross shire where she 
will be Inducted on 13th August. 
Monika our Minister –  

About a year after Monika arrived, the Church of Scotland, acutely 
aware of the diminishing congregation membership and reducing 
number of ministers, commenced the Path of Renewal Project, a 
three-year project to review all aspect of The Church and its  
mission. Monika encouraged us to take part in this project in order 
that St Leonard’s could have a say in shaping the future of the 
Church. 
During that time with her energy and vision, she opened  
opportunities for us to grow in Faith not only on a Sunday, but  
instigated Study Groups and led so many of them – and encouraged 
others to lead knowing as a Teacher of God’s Word it was important 
to provide opportunity for us to develop and to grow as individuals. 
I can confidently say we have grown as a Church Family and as  
individuals and in turn gained confidence to spread the news to  
others whether at work or anywhere in our daily lives – being  
Missional. The hymnal words of Amazing Grace ‘was blind but now  I 
see’, well at least we are now seeing ourselves as Christians more 
broadly – now developing into a church without walls!  Talking of 
walls, part of our missional and outreach thinking, and prayers was 
to upgrade our buildings and add an extension – yes walls! But walls 
to keep us weather proofed and a more open welcoming place to 
gather in. Monika was heavily involved in the plans but with the 
Church of Scotland Review ongoing this has been put in abeyance. 
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Monika had a genuinely warm relationship with our church family, 
particularly for those in greater need of pastoral support. I do 
know that she has been appreciated by so many.                                      
When and wherever we met for worship Monika would  
consistently provide us with an easy, relaxed understanding of  
Bible times and how the stories relate to our everyday lives.  As a 
church family, children, and adults we felt included and she  
encouraged many to take part in our weekly worship – yes, she has 
played a big part in us morphing into a spiritually warm and  
supportive Church Family.  
The Coronavirus 19 lockdown wasn’t going to stop Monika being 
able to lead her congregation in worship each week and she  
encouraged us where possible to gather on this new thing called 
‘ZOOM’. Initially we didn’t find it easy, but I think we now have the 
hang of it.  For members who were unable to join in this way  
Monika would ensure they received their worship and church 
communication by post, she was our Minister, and she would not 
be beaten nor let us down! This allowed us not only to worship but 
to gather in fellowship an important part for many and we so very 
much appreciated her efforts.  More recently the gradual lifting of 
the Government restrictions has meant that we can both gather in 
the Sanctuary with limited numbers, and on ZOOM with our new 
AV system and cameras. 
For over 30 years we have as a church, held Holiday Club for  
primary aged school children. During her time here Monika  
enthusiastically got involved with the Bible based theme  
demonstrating to children that the people in the stories were  
interesting and real - oh yes, she wasn’t going to miss out on the 
teaching to children in a fun packed way. Each year the character 
she played was noticed and heard – yes, her voice carried with 
great gusto! Even when we held Holiday Club on ZOOM for the last 
two years, she helped make it fun and interesting encouraging  
children to develop a lifelong faith.  
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Monika has been a Minister who has a great desire to reach out to all 
and her door was always open. She would, when possible, keep her 
office door open to encourage youth groups and others who used our 
buildings, children, and adults alike to pop their heads in, and looked 
for opportunities to pop out and have a chat and banter with them. I 
know this developed many a two-way warm relationship – missional! 
Her outreach Bible teaching also extended to 3 local primary schools 
where she was Chaplin. Since COVID restrictions and in appreciation 
of the stress put upon teachers Monika would have cakes delivered to 
them at end of each term – yes Christian outreach and support from 
St. Leonard’s where and when it was needed. 
We are a busy church lots to plan and carry out. As Minister, Monika 
was our Kirk Session Moderator, and supported the work of each of 
the Session Working Teams. She also led the annual Session ‘Away 
Day’, a day which allowed your Session to evaluate, and plan for the 
year ahead. At all times Monika had a voice to be heard and we have 
listened and will use her wise council into our future. Monika was  
also a great supporter of all other local parish and denominational 
churches. 
As Session Clerk I have worked closely with Monika and I think I can 
say we worked well together, – helped and aided with lots of coffee 
and a biscuit for energy!  We have spent many, hours discussing 
church plans and possibilities committing them to God. And yes, we 
are women - we did divert our conversations onto other things! I am 
sure we will have a lasting friendship.  
We have witnessed Monika working tirelessly, brain continually 
working for God at all hours - even while she was busy at her  
favourite hobby, sewing, she was planning or resolving and praying 
for others!  From her hobby she has left us a lasting and most  
beautiful legacy in our Sanctuary of a piano cover and a cover for the  
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sound desk – they are truly a perfectionists work of art! 
I think we could say that the timing wasn’t right for Monika to go as 
the Church of Scotland and more locally Fife Presbytery and we at St. 
Leonard’s make plans, perhaps with less Ministers and possibly 
buildings. We will work together and work alongside other churches - 
being missional as Jesus asked us - we each have a responsibility. God 
must know what He is doing so we will continue praying and  
listening for His voice as we make-way for a new way of Ministry and 
our spiritual growth. 
I am sure you, like me, consider that Monika’s new church  
congregations at Urray & Kilchrist are lucky to be having her as their 
Minister – new beginnings for them. It is where God has sent his  
servant. 
Monika has said to us at Sunday worship that St Leonard’s is in a 
good place. I am sure you will agree a credit to her through her vision 
and drive. She has an infectious energy in whatever she does  
continually seeking God’s way - a passion for change, inspirational, 
held our attention, encouraged, inspired, loved us, and enriched our 
lives collectively and individually on so many levels. Surely that good 
infection can only ripple out from each of us! 
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Presentation to Monika from our Church Family - 

As a Church Family we had joined together to acknowledge Monika’s 
departing. After my words of appreciation, I presented Monika with 
a few gifts of our appreciation – First, from the Sunday School a card 
with the theme of the last supper – Monika surrounded by pictures of 
the children - A Notebook cover, with the print of a good egg 
(familiar chocolate crème Easter egg) yes, we consider her to be a 
good egg, and did she ever tell you she loves chocolate! -  As Monika 
would be going on holiday the following week instead of flowers we 
gave a very special box of chocolates, ones to linger over and not to 
share too much, sorry Kenneth and Calum! -  A picture of the outside of 
our church building with church folks faces on each of the stones and 
bunting draped around the tower, with Monika looking out of the 
small window with a petrified face!  a fun picture taken one year at 
Holiday Club. Monika has over the years wanted our church tower to 
be draped in bunting, perhaps not with her looking out but to show 
all who passed by ‘we are here, and you are welcome’. Well at least 
she has it in picture form and a keepsake! Also, with a mouse mat 
showing a similar picture - a mug with the same petrified picture of 
Monika with some humorous words on the other side, and her  
favourite coffee, and as we couldn’t have refreshments and cake after 
the presentation and to say our personal goodbyes, we gave her a cake 
to share with Kenneth and Calum - and finally, a cheque for £1,500. 
Since then, a further £105 has been collected and given to Monika.  

The two other members of our manse family were not forgotten – 
Calum, received a £25 voucher to spend on shinty equipment, this 
being his favourite sport. We have watched Calum grow up from  
primary one through to p7 and now he is about to start Dingwall 
Academy and will be in the ‘Tulloch House’.  Kenneth received a £25 
Amazon voucher to buy something for himself. 
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Prayer - 

Fiona Mackenzie then led us in a prayer for Monika, Kenneth, and 
Calum, and for the future of our church. 
We closed the morning by us all singing and signing our familiar 
 Makaton Blessing to them.  
The morning was completed as we wished Monika, Kenneth, and 
Calum a fond farewell sending them off on their journey with our 
love and best wishes.  ‘May the Lord bless you and keep you safe’ 
Love from your St. Leonard’s Church Family - haste you back  
any-time. X 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photos - 
During the presentation and after the close, many photos were 
shown on screen of Monika’s time with us. 
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The Future, what now! – 
 
We are delighted to welcome Rev Muriel Willoughby, Minister of St. 
Andrew Erskine Church as our Interim Moderator, and the support 
she will give us. I, and some others already know Muriel.                                                                    
We have been blessed to have Rev Margaret Mateos as our OLM for 
almost 3 years and are delight that she has been appointed our locum 
minister on Mondays, Tuesdays, and Sundays. So, we are in good 
hands with having them both. 
Unfortunately, since June of this year The Church of Scotland has  
instructed that no church with a vacancy can proceed to fill it while 
their current review is taking place. Plans from each Presbytery 
throughout the country are to be presented to the Church of Scotland 
Planning Task Group by end of December 2022. We like every other 
church can only await the outcome! In the meantime, we will support 
the Church Review while we keep busy continuing God’s work right 
here at St. Leonard’s worshiping, caring for each other, looking  
outwards and being missional. God has today, tomorrow and the  
future in hand, and we ALL need to pray to know His pathway.                                                                 

Finally, I do hope since the gradual relaxation of Coronavirus re-
strictions, that you have been able to enjoy the lovely summer weath-
er we have been having. 
I am here for you should you need me at any time, my contact details 
are on the back page. 
Love and blessings 

Sheila     

Session Clerk  
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FELLOWSHIP, FRIENDSHIP AND FAREWELL! 

FABULOUS FELLOWSHIP   FAMILY 
FUN   CONGREGATION SAINT 
LEONARDS FRIENDSHIP  TIARA 

MINISTER  FUTURE   CHURCH 
THANKS   FAREWELL 
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As we meet to finalise our new session’s syllabus, I reflect on how 
this past year has blessed us. 
Covid found us almost at the end of our year with only our AGM and 
our afternoon tea at Garvock House Hotel to enjoy. Well the first  
really just had the reports to be emailed or posted out while the  
latter…. Well we can still look forward to enjoying that this coming 
September.  As many other churches, we set about knitting Angels 
and managed to have enough to give all the children and staff in the 
three Primary schools in our parish an angel for Christmas!  
 With no one going anywhere far less on holiday, stamped addressed 
postcards were delivered for our members each to write a short 
greeting to whoever their card was addressed to. Everyone was  
delighted to receive their card and find out who it was from. After a 
few encouraging phone calls and virtual lessons, we managed to have 
almost all our members willing to try a Zoom meeting. During the 
Summer months we held a fortnightly “Chat over a Coffee” as many 
of our members live alone. We had many a good time reminiscing 
about school days, Sunday school, and just getting things off our 
chest! We are still holding these Monday afternoon sessions for  
whoever finds themselves at home and fancying a blether. As we  
became used to Zooming, through both church and Guild, we held all 
last year’s meetings on Zoom with a very full and varied syllabus 
with all our speakers happy to give it a go. We are fortunate to have 
our youngest member, Esther, who is very capable with technology 
and was able to find the Hymns we wanted to use for our devotions 
as well as taking us around the world on Google Earth and helped us 
to virtually visit a variety of Burns Statues and museums on Burns 
Day. We have learned so much! 
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Leading worship from our homes on Guild Sunday, using the material 
from Guild office, was perhaps a real challenge, but so rewarding 
when our amazing committee showcased the Guild and its Projects 
and the many benefits of belonging to our wonderful movement. We 
raised a substantial amount towards the projects from that service. 
Our congregation as always fully supporting our efforts. 
 Our Christmas celebration featured many of our favourite Christmas 
hymns and songs with a fun Quiz in between these and the familiar 
readings. Although we missed actually being together, there were no 
cancelled meetings because of the Winter weather and we finished 
our session with an Easter celebration using clips from “Drama 
Kirk’s” portrayal of the Easter story.   
Our average attendance throughout the year was around 20 to 23, 
including Shona from sunny Riyadh! It seemed the more we Zoomed, 
the easier it became and the breakout room blether at the end of our 
meetings always being appreciated.  
Perhaps nothing dramatic, but we are still a united Guild serving our 
Lord through worship, prayer and action and we know for certain 
that God is good and we are so blessed!  
We are ready to now Look forward in Faith! 
       Libby Nisbet 
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The Brownies have been incredibly busy during our Summer Term! 
We began after Easter by finding out about the Olympic and  
Paralympic games – to be held this year in Toyko! Beginning our  
session on Zoom, we started with a Greek God themed scavenger 
hunt, and a game of Olympic and Paralympic Bingo! We then received 
the fantastic news that we could meet outdoors again – though in two 
bubbles due to the number of girls we had. This allowed us to really 
dive in to some Olympic activities – we held a Track and Field night, 
including everything from the High Jump to a Hobby Horse  
Equestrian track! Then we moved onto Ball sports, trying out  
Basketball, Hockey and Tennis. We enjoyed an Olympic themed  
version of one of our favourite games – peg leg, and we found out 
about the food pyramid, which keeps us, and athletes, healthy! Final-
ly, we held a night up The Glen, where we competed in some races –  
including a running race, a dizzy race, and a hopping race. We were 
also thrilled to hear that one of our old  
Brownies, Caroline Weir, had been selected to 
represent Team GB in the Women’s Football 
Team – we sent her a Good Luck card with all of 
our best wishes! Our girls gained their Get  
Active badge, and sent one to Caroline Weir  too!  
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After thinking about the largest sporting event in the world, we 
moved on to think about our own impact on the world around us 
and the environment. Working on our Zero Waste badge, the 
Brownies collected crisp packets and ironed them together to 
make sitters! We then tried a completely new experiment, saving 
up our old eggshells, grinding them up and mixing them with flour 
and food colouring to make eggshell chalk! We were pleasantly 
surprised when this experiment worked, and the following week 
we left lovely messages on the pavement outside the church for 
passers-by to see! Our next activity was creating seed bombs, to 
help and encourage bees and butterflies – the girls certainly loved 
getting their hands messy with clay and compost!  
For our final night, we went nurdle hunting at Braefoot Beach in 
Dalgety Bay! For those of you who are unsure what a nurdle is 
(some of our Brownies were to start!), they are tiny pieces of  
microplastics that get washed up onto beaches and riverbanks. It 
took us a wee while to get into the rhythm, but in just under 2 
hours, the Brownies found and collected 395 nurdles! This resulted 
in many of our Brownies receiving their Zero Waste interest badge, 
as they work towards their Take Action theme – thinking about 
how we can have an impact on our wonderful world! 
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The Challenge of Change 
 
 
 
 
As I write this the sun is setting on another sunny day and I wonder 
what will tomorrow bring?  
Life at present is full of challenges. Some challenges can be  
enjoyable such as being able to achieve a longed-for goal, it might be 
to complete all the crossword in the newspaper, or bake that special 
cake that you have had the recipe for ages but not dared attempt. 
Some challenges though are not so enjoyable and need us to move 
out of our comfort zone and embrace change. 
St Leonard’s congregation has been through a fair amount of change 
during the last 18 months as has all congregations but one change I 
don’t think any of us saw coming was Monika being called to  
minister up north. 
Every Church of Scotland congregation is facing challenges and 
change which cannot be avoided so we are not alone.  St Leonard’s is 
used to rising to a challenge and this is no different we are seeking 
God’s plan in how we serve our local community.  
As a congregation we are open to new ideas and ways off working.  
Before COVID 19 struck who had heard of zoom and yet now we 
have been able to worship together in the sanctuary and on zoom. 
Thanks to those who are good with tech and computer knowledge 
(not me I might add) work away behind the scenes to produce our 
services on a Sunday and then make them available on face book 
and the website.  
I am amazed at what can be done and we are very fortunate to have 
such talent. There are a lot of talented people within the  
congregation in many different ways and all your skills are  
appreciated.  
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It is a privilege to be able to continue being part of St Leonard’s as 
your locum minister.  This post is for 2 days and a Sunday and I 
would like to thank you for the support which has been offered to me 
from the Kirk Session and members of the congregation.  I really  
appreciate it. 
When thinking about challenges and change I liked this quote from 
Mother Teresa who said “not all of us can do great things but we can 
do small things with great love”. How true that is. We can all support 
one another and use our gifts what ever they are to further God’s 
mission through love. 

 
God Bless    
Margaret    
Locum Minister   
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Oh we do like to be beside the seashore! Well, we certainly did this 
year at our Ocean Explorer’s Holiday Club! We all clambered aboard 
the good ship Zoom and sailed off into our exploration!  
While the lifting of many lockdown restrictions meant we didn’t have 
quite as many children this year as in previous years, the children we 
did have were absolute stars – getting completely involved and show-
ing their enthusiasm for learning about Jesus!  
Each day, we found out about an Old Testament story containing  
water, and then a New Testament story where we found out how  
Jesus linked in! 
 We found out about Jesus the transformer, being there at the  
creation, and how his first miracle included turning water into wine! 
We discovered Jesus was a provider, imagining being on the Ark with 
Noah during the Great Flood, and how Jesus called the disciples by 
showing them just the right place on the lake to fish! We learned that 
Jesus is a rescuer, that Moses parted the Red Sea for the Israelites to 
pass, and how Jesus walked on water and rescued Peter from drown-
ing! We found out Jesus was a friend, by showing Jonah that he wasn’t 
going the right way and sending a big fish to swallow him, and by  
being kind to the Woman at the Well. Lastly, we discovered Jesus was 
our Saviour, hearing about His baptism, then by his death and  
resurrection!  
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All of this was done by clever uses of technology – the kids loved 
drawing on the interactive whiteboard, we raced to find items, we 
struggled to remember our memory verse, and were thoroughly  
entertained by our drama (provided by the wonderful Gourlay  
family!). We loved our Theme song, the well known My Lighthouse, 
and we even made our own video version of it throughout the week! 
We were also very blessed to have an afternoon games session, 
playing peg leg, in the Church gardens – it was absolutely fantastic 
to see the kids in person rather than via a screen! Each child also 
received an activity pack, chock full of worksheets, arts and crafts, 
recipes, science experiments and more bible stories to explore.  
A massive thank you must go to all those who were on team, and all 
those who helped us and kept us in the forefront of their prayers! 
The team really got to know each of our children, and we are sure 
we will continue to go on praying for them! It was truly an amazing 
week!  
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We had a lovely evening to say Au Revoir to Monica! 
On behalf of the Group,  GSL Tom Mitchell said a Thank you 
for the tremendous support she has given us. 
Sofia Bladon, our youngest member and daughter of Kat the 
Beaver Leader, presented Monica with a beautiful Quaich 
and a Scouting Thanks Badge. 
 
We wish Monica, Kenneth and Callum all the very best, they 
are a very lucky parish to have such a wonderful Minister! 
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Living with (Less) Plastic 

Before lockdown we were all making great progress to really cut 
down on single use plastic - recycling, reusing and trying just not to 
use it at all.  The last few months have been challenging for us but I 
thought I would share a few things I have noticed to help us get back 
on track.  
 
Asda St Leonard’s have reinstated their bin that takes plastic  
packaging we can’t put in our green bins. You can find it just inside 
the doors as you exit the store.  

 
 
 

Tesco Duloch and Tesco Fire Station have a large 
container at exit doors to take plastic bags - this 
also takes plastic packaging that says “to recycle 
with plastic bags at larger  
supermarkets.”  
 
Finally - Happy Earth Place on James Street, sells 
washing up liquid, and a range of dried foods that you can fill your 
own containers. Most local butchers are also happy to use your own 
containers.  
It’s the little changes that count! 

They take:  
 Clean bags, wrap and 

film.  
 Carrier bags and bags 

for life  
 Bread and produce bags 
 Toilet roll film 
 Shrink Wrap and bubble 

wrap 
 Frozen food bags 
 Drinks multi pack  

wrappers 
 Cereal inner bags 

They don’t take: 
 Dirty packaging  
 Pots, tubs trays or plastic 

bottles 
 Sweets or snack  

wrappers 
 Lidding film 
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Due to all of the ongoing uncertainty around the Covid restrictions, 
the leadership team decided that we'd stick to fortnightly Zoom 
meetings for both the Guides and the Rangers between the Easter 
and Summer period, rather than having to worry about changing  
arrangements potentially at short notice.  We noticed that our  
attendance on Zoom was dropping off and we think, perhaps, Zoom 
fatigue had swept through us all so fortnightly meetings took off 
some of the pressure for the leaders and the girls.   
 
For the Guides and Rangers we focussed this term on staying  
connected and having fun and a shared programme of activities to 
make life easier.  Our programme has involved various themes  
including: Newspaper challenges (all things to be constructed our 
made with newspaper - was really great fun), a baking night (food as 
always is great fun), a quiz night on TV theme tunes and a  
Taskmaster night - with a multitude of silly challenges that we all  
enjoyed.   
 
We have also managed to squeeze in two outdoor meetings that were 
planned to ensure the girls could undertake some of our formal  
programme activities.  In May we met at Fordell Firs for a full day 
and it was so lovely to see so many of our girls face to face on such a 
lovely sunny day.  Our day was based on some of our skillsbuilders 
and the girls had fun making stretchers, making sitters, a tree Kim's 
Game with over 30 items hanging from a tree to be remembered by 
each team in just 2 minutes, and an activity to test careful thinking 
about how to empty the water from a bucket within a 2m rope circle 
(not to be crossed) using  whatever was on hand.  The girls also got a 
chance to try their hand at a session of archery and watch our  
Rangers making lots of smoke with their firelighting!   
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For our second day out, we were able to base ourselves at the Sea 
Scout Hall at Limekilns in June and the girls enjoyed trying out some 
new knots making mini rafts then some firelighting and cooking  
without utensils.  We were then entertained with various  
cheerleading dances.  Once again, the sun shone and it was great to be 
out and about. 
  
For the coming term after the summer, we intend to be back in the 
halls for our usual weekly meetings so are keeping all fingers and 
toes crossed for no changes/tightening of restrictions.  Our Guide unit 
numbers have remained strong throughout with 31 Guides and 8 
Rangers.  We will have a little movement of girls after the summer 
with a few more moving to Rangers and 2 of our girls moving from 
Rangers to start University but all in all, we are really pleased that we 
have retained most of our girls through this really testing 
time.  We've also welcomed a new leader into the Rangers - Kirsty 
Wartret.  Kirsty was a Brownie at St Leonards many moons ago and 
comes back to St Leonard's having had some overseas Guiding  
experience.  We are so pleased Kirsty has joined us and has felt able 
to muck in with the leadership team both with Guides and Rangers. 

 
Sharon, Lynn, Toni, Becky and Kirsty.  
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Worship and Discipleship - what happens now?  
 
With Monika leaving it would  easy to feel a bit lost, however we still 
have the opportunity to worship together, disciple one another, serve 
our community  and to grow in faith.   
 
We have grown under Monika’s teaching, and have learned much 
about the church we want to be. This will stand us in good stead, and 
help us through possible turbulence as the Church of Scotland  
reshapes to become fit for purpose. Here are just a few thoughts at 
this time.  
 
In recent months our church has seen baptisms, funerals, outreach, 
holiday club as well as full worship at home and in church. Through 
all of you, St Leonard’s is very much focussed on our community, and 
how we can help others. These things will all continue and grow.  
 
We have been able to join with other churches to study together 
which has been a joy. The Prayer Courses and Lent study groups were 
well attended and really valuable to those who took part. New friends 
have been made over zoom, and a sense that God is working through 
us in different ways to build His Kingdom. These opportunities will 
continue.  
 
Remember Fruitfulness on the Frontline? For most of us, mission is 
simply about being present to those around us. We think about what 
needs to be done to improve things where we are, and with those we 
meet.  How do people see Jesus in us and our actions?  
 
The strange thing about church, compared to other organisations, is 
that it exists for those who aren’t involved as much as for those who 
have come to know Christ as their Lord and Saviour. 
We will continue to explore how to be a missional church in coming 
months. 
 
Remember the Angels?  We worked well with other churches in town 
in the most tricky of circumstances last Christmas. Through your 
work, over 1000 people were reminded that the message of Jesus is 
Love, Hope and Peace. We will be continuing to develop those  
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relationships to play our part in making sure that Jesus is visible in 
our town this year.  
 
Our new sound and vision  system will allow 
us to do so much more for those using  
sanctuary as well as our own worship.  This 
technology equips our church for the online 
world and the opportunities that gives.  
 
A suitable verse for these times: 
Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and 
petition, present your requests to God. 
Phillipians 4:6 
 
So what might we present in prayer? 
 
 For wisdom, patience and courage in coming months to stay 

strong together as we journey through this vacancy.  
 For the ability to listen for Gods directing.  
 For the ability to play an active role within the wider church, 

helping shape the future. Help us to be bold! 
 For Rev. Margaret Mateos who will be our Locum Minister, Rev. 

Muriel Willoughby our Interim Moderator and Sheila our Ses-
sion Clerk.   

 
Finally… I noticed a quote in the Dunfermline exhibition area this 
week “Not all those who wander are lost” J R R Tolkien 
 
Like the Israelites, we also wander, but while we may be slightly 
dazed, we are not lost! We have each other as well as a God to keep 
us company on the journey.  

 
Blessings    

 
Fiona Mackenzie    

Worship and Discipleship Lead   
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   Guess who’s behind the Shawl?!  
Throughout lockdown, Gina has   
been working hard on a beautiful  
and intricate Shetland Shawl!    

The Big Church Read! 

Gillespie Church are hosting "The Big Church Read"  
  
From what I know this is a book group that will involve reading a 
book ( obviously!) , video content and time for reflection/ discussion. 
Churches across the country will be doing this study at the same 
time.  
  
The  book is by Patrick Regan:  Bouncing Forwards - 
Notes on Resilience,  Courage and Change 

More info  
https://thebigchurchread.co.uk/bouncing-forward/ 

There are 2 options: 
Starting on  Wednesday 8th September you can attend an afternoon 
group (in person)  2pm at Gillespie or Zoom at  7.30 pm.  
Sign up via   office@gillespiechurch.org.   or 01383 621253, or  
contact Fiona MacKenzie to order a book or join.  

https://thebigchurchread.co.uk/bouncing-forward/
mailto:office@gillespiechurch.org
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A Surprise Gift of Plants! 
St. Leonard’s was very lucky recently, when a friend of the  
congregation notified us about a surplus of plants that Fife Council 
had received for it’s parks and grounds.  The extra plants were being 
offered to local charities and groups who could make use of them—
and fortunately enough, St. Leonard’s was one of these groups who 
were able to collect some beautiful begonias, petunias and  
geraniums!  
Our  fantastic and hardworking  League of Gentlemen took up the 
challenge to rehome these plants into our very own church grounds! 
We often forget, perhaps, just how much work goes into keeping our 
gardens and grounds looking so neat and tidy—so this is a thank you 
from all of us to these men who come together and use their skills 
and talents!  
“Consider how the wild flowers grow. They do not labour or spin. Yet I 
tell you, not even Solomon in all his splendour was dressed like one of 
these. If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here  
today, and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, how much more will he 
clothe you.” - Luke 12:27-28 
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In our Church family 

Sunday School Birthdays 

Euan Livingstone  -  16 in September! 
Anna Daly - 9 in September! 
 
Baptism 

We delighted to baptise into membership of the Church universal: 
    
   Zachary William Douglas Herd - 13th June 2021 
    
   Jaime-George Shearer - 4th July 2021 
 
 
 
 
 Funerals 

 We continue to lift up in prayer the family of: 

 
Bill Briggs – 23rd April 

Janette Henem – 25th June 
Fay Munro – 2nd July 
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Deadline for submission of articles for the next edition of 
Outlook is: 

Autumn/Winter 
 

Remember you can visit our website: 

www.stleonardsparishchurch.org.uk 

Or find us on facebook 

www.facebook.com/stleonardsparishchurch 
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 Who do I contact?  
Minister            Vacant 

OLM   Rev Margaret Mateos          07919403436 
   MMateos@churchofscotland.org.uk  

Interim Moderator Rev Muriel Willoughby           01383738487 
   MWilloughby@churchofscotland.org.uk 

Session Clerk     Sheila Leel session@slpc.org.uk          881420  

Office   office@slpc.org.uk 

Treasurer            John Allen                                   

                                   treasurer@slpc.org.uk 

Gift Aid Organiser Janis Foster giftaid@slpc.org.uk   731565 
      
Sunday School              Alison Baxter 

Coordinator                office@slpc.org.uk 

Safeguarding Officer Patsy Allen safeguarding@slpc.org.uk    
 
Church Officer             Barbara Leppard  

                                   churchofficer@slpc.org.uk 
Outlook Editor    Esther Nisbet   libbynisbet55@gmail.com   737418 

Church Office             Lesley Fordyce (office@slpc.org.uk)     620106 

   all correspondence/query/hall, room bookings  
   please contact church office by email  

  

 

mailto:MMateos@churchofscotland.org.uk
mailto:session@slpc.org.uk
mailto:office@slpc.org.uk

